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A SCALABLE PRODUCTION APPROACH

Quality
DrivenReliable

Flexible
Easily

Trainable

5 AMBIENT 
EXPOSURE
BRACKETING



Modern house lighting

Better shooting conditions (consistent 
light color temperature, large window,…)

Simple equipment

Mid-range budget camera okay, AWB 
shooting, no expensive flash needed

A RELEVANT APPROACH WITH CURRENT CHANGES

True color representation

Better lighting, simple shooting, more 
natural editing make the photos authentic-
looking

Tech development

More tools, software to enable easier 
shooting, merging and editing process



Natural & organic feeling photos

AN EFFECTIVE APPROACH

No expensive flash equipment

Easy shooting procedure, no often camera 
change

Less time spent onsite, more properties to 
be shot

Less time consuming but more effective 
training

Scalable and optimal for a large photographer 
base



WHY 5, INSTEAD OF 3 or 7

Data Captured

3 exp brings less flexible editing options.

5 exp (at 2 EV stops) covers most part of 

the tonal range, thus being a safety net

Date Storage

7 exp and 9 exp requires more data 

storage

=> slower or more data transferring 

(loading) time



ACCESS TO MOST MARKET SEGMENTS

Suitable For Most Segments

- High value, luxurious properties

- Middle value (mass market of middle 

value

- Low value, rental properties

More Time-efficient

- Less time adjusting the flash manually, 

light sculpting

*CASE STUDY: A/B testing

HDR 5 exp saves 1.5 min per final photo, 

45 mins per property vs. Flash 1 exp

End clients didn’t recognize!!!
More consistent input quality

HDR 5 exp yields more consistent input
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CAMERA BODY

• Should ideally be Full Frame with at least 

24 Megapixels

• Supports AEB function

• Can connect with remote trigger or has 2-

5 second timer mode

• Supports native raw format

• Sensor dots free :)



LENS

• Between 14-24 mm (Full Frame)

• Between 10-15 mm (APS-C)

• A wide-angle lens has the tendency to 

distort and deform the edge. Make 

sure you take the shot as straight as you 

can to keep the verticals nicely parallel. 

We'll do the rest in post-production.

• Use an air blower to remove any dust spots 

before every shoot



TRIPOD

This is a must have. It minimizes the risk 

of movement/alignment between exposures 

by using a sturdy tripod. 

We recommend a gearhead for better control 

and precise framing.
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AV mode (Aperture priority)

SHOOTING MODE
All real estate properties are different and have different
layouts, sizes and lighting situations, so there is no perfect
one-size-fits all approach.

Aperture Priority mode makes it a little bit faster than
manual mode because you don’t have to set your shutter
speed for every individuals shot, as the camera will
automatically calculate the shutter speed values for you.

As a beginner, shooting manual mode for the first few
shoots is recommended, as this teaches you the
relationship between shutter speed and aperture. Once
you understand the differences, using aperture priority
will help you go in and out of the property in record time,
freeing you to concentrate on your composition, without
having to constantly keep an eye on your meter.

The advantage of using AV mode is to choose the
aperture which your lens is the sharpest.



Recommended
Aperture, Shutter 
Speed, ISO

Shutter speed
Calculated automatically

Ideal aperture
F8 to F11

ISO
100-400 (400 is the safest choice) 

1

2

3

CAMERA SETTING



SET THE APERTURE

The Ideal aperture is somewhere between f8 

to f11. Shooting f8 is usually the safest setting 

offering the best balance between accurate 

sharpness and faster shutter speeds.

SETTINGS
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Set the ISO anywhere in between 200 to 400.

Although shooting at 100 ISO will technically give you a
cleaner image and reduce noise, shooting at 300-400 is
often the safest option and usually speeds things up a
little bit, as it speeds up the shutter speed, and helps you
get in and out of a house a little faster.

There usually isn’t any perceptible differences between
100 and 400 unless you decide to print very large
formats.

The Shutter speed will be automatically be calculated
based on the f number and ISO you have chosen.

SET THE ISO



SELF TIMER SETTING

2-5 seconds self-timer or remote 

shutter release

Don’t press the shutter manually to avoid 

misaligned exposures.

Be aware of wooden floors!

They often create unnoticed vibrations 

from the feet. 



LIGHT METERING

Evaluate Metering mode

As you use an Aperture that will help get 

the entire image in focus,  you can use 

the Evaluative metering mode.

Evaluative metering works most of the 

time, but if any issues, you can use spot 

metering, also 

very commonly used because it 

evaluates the available light around the 

focus point.



F Stops

Set your Exposure Value (EV) to 5 

stops from 1 to 2 stops.

Exposure Value

-4 -2 0 + 2 +4

2

EXPOSURE SET-UP

AEB Function ON

The quickest approach is using the 

auto Exposure Bracketing (AEB) 

function.

1



WHITE BALANCE SETTING AWB Mode on

Auto White Balance will work fine 

99% of the time although manual 

white balance will be much more 

accurate if you know what you’re 

doing.

• For reference, use the Color 

Temperature Indicator to set your 

Kelvins accurately, if any Auto White 

Balance issues.

• Use the Live view to accurately find the 

best manual white balance (assuming 

the colors in your live view are accurate 

of course!)



LIVE VIEW MODE ON
• Ensure that your middle exposure 

contains as much information in the 

middle of the histogram as possible.

• Too much information on the left 

means the image is underexposed and 

full of dark pixels (Shadows)

• Too much information on the right 

means the image is overexposed and 

full of light pixels (Highlights)

• A centered histogram means the 

image is well-exposed (Midtones).

• Usually, when setting your middle 

exposure to 0, bring it down one tick, at 

- 0.3.



RELEASE THE SHUTTER

Always check the results before going into another room and 

make sure that there are no major alignment issues or focus 

issues.

-4

-2

0

+2

+4



SHOOTING COMPOSITION
5 AMBIENT EXPOSURE  
PHOTOGRAPHY

PART 3



COMPOSITION – CAMERA HEIGHT

130 cm from the ground

130 cm, is a good start, 

height will allow height 

consistency throughout 

the shoot, a good balance 

of space between ceiling 

and floor, and a straight 

vertical for a natural-

looking image. 



COMPOSITION – CAMERA ANGLE

Wide Angle

Circled in orange is the wide shot 

that will represent best the entire 

room.

Straight Shots / One Point perspectives

Circled in blue, is the straight shot that will allow 

you to showcase any nice elements of the house 

(such as the kitchen, living room etc).

Aim for straight horizontals and verticals



COMPOSITION – VERTICAL LINE

X

V

Vertical lines: MUST DO- Keep them parallel ! 

Images with non parrel verticals is very 
distracting for the viewer and simply does not 
represent what the viewer should see on site.

We will always align the verticals in post-
production, but this needs to stay natural. 

If the input we receive already has strong 
vertical issues, the results after post-production 
will simply not look natural.
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FILE MANAGEMENT PROCESS

File format

Shoot & Export in RAW + LARGE

Convert files to DNG for faster 

uploading, optimal quality

Recommended Converter software

Adobe Camera RAW

Lightroom



PRESHOOT CHECKLIST – EXTERIOR

General

• Take a walkthrough upon arrival

• Make sure that any pets are out of 

the home.

• Make sure that all lights are either 

one , or off (for color consistency 

throughout the house)

Exterior

• Remove real estate signs, vehicles from driveway, 

or away from from the front of the home

• Bins should be out of sight

• Remove any unnecessary clutter (Toys, shoes etc..)

• Organize deck furniture/cushions, uncover grill, 

open umbrellas

• Quick sweep of any leaves on deck.



PRESHOOT CHECKLIST – INTERIOR
Livingroom & Bedroom

• Remove personal items from room.

• Remove any personal information that you 

wouldn’t want visible online

• Clear TV and computers  visible electrical cords.

• Open blinds and shutters.

• Remove as much clutter as possible; especially 

personal belongings, pet evidence, kids’ toys

• Conceal power cords, unplug if necessary 

(except lights).

Livingroom & Bedroom

• Organize and smooth out pillows, sofas 

and beds.

• Put all shoes, bags, umbrellas, floor mats 

out of site.

• Replace any faulty lightbulbs of possible.

• Turn off any fans, TV or computer 

screens

• Keep all bins out of sight.



PRESHOOT CHECKLIST – INTERIOR
Bathroom & Toilet

• Clear all items that can be removed from 

the space ( bins, tissues boxes, soap, 

Toothbrush etc.)

• Remove all bottles and elements from 

shower space.

• make sure that the towels are folded or 

removed.

• Remove toilet brush and make sure toilet lif

is down.

Kitchen & Dining

• Clear counter tops.

• Any appliances such as fruits and fruit 

bowls, keep for aesthetic preferences.

• Clear the fridge completely with all clutter 

(magnets, photos, lists etc).

• Remove child of pet proof equipment.

• Put away dish soap, tea towels, cloths, bins

• Straighten bar stools and table chairs as 

needed.
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CONTACT US NOW

FOR QUESTIONS, INQUIRIES

ABOUT SHOOTING TECHNIQUE AND HDR EDITING SERVICES

SALES.VN@ESOFT.COM


